Table B-27. Full-time students in graduate school for the first time in science, engineering,
and health fields in all institutions, by detailed field: 1990-97
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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Total, all surveyed fields ........ccccoovviiiiiiienns 87,429 93,172 95,832 92,798 92,221 89,445 88,953 88,915
Total, science and engineering fields ........... 76,575 81,458 83,134 79,313 78,056 74,384 73,479 73,513
Sciences, total ......ccccooeiieiiiie e 56,492 58,914 60,890 58,975 58,287 56,310 55,472 54,694
Physical sciences, total .............. 6,809 7,107 6,910 6,690 6,454 6,131 6,019 6,035
Astronomy ... 172 153 161 153 164 147 157 125
Chemistry 3,814 4,088 3,910 3,842 3,813 3,712 3,707 3,764
Physics ........ 2,777 2,820 2,773 2,642 2,381 2,188 2,088 2,074
Physical sciences, n.e.c. 46 46 66 53 96 84 67 72
Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 2,694 2,909 3,018 2,987 3,012 2,805 2,640 2,693
Atmospheric sciences ..... 247 224 235 214 224 198 213 224
Geosciences ...... 1,363 1,506 1,506 1,506 1,522 1,427 1,328 1,349
Oceanography .......... 452 472 501 487 518 418 370 408
Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 632 707 776 780 748 762 729 712
Mathematical sciences .........cccccccveveeeeennnn. 4,269 4,350 4,443 4,044 3,963 3,578 3,450 3,302
COMPULEr SCIENCES  ...ovvevviiieieeieiieeee e 5,378 5,558 5,477 4,741 4,754 4,782 4,908 4,990
Agricultural SCIENCES  ....cvevvieiiecieeiiieeien, 2,413 2,434 2,219 2,301 2,301 2,240 2,122 2,103
Biological sciences, total 10,220 10,676 10,890 11,114 11,376 11,417 10,832 11,113
Anatomy 203 248 231 199 222 252 260 214
Biochemistry 1,024 1,034 1,027 1,089 1,034 981 945 994
Biology .....c...... 2,513 2,709 2,789 2,752 2,733 2,688 2,574 2,675
Biometry/epidemiology ... 440 461 603 667 657 738 671 661
Biophysics 129 157 145 143 149 153 155 133
Botany ...... 508 548 548 517 483 443 443 415
Cell biology 563 608 655 697 761 717 743 800
Ecology 187 190 212 250 285 308 245 247
Entomology/parasitology . 220 230 216 239 206 184 202 194
Genetics ... 292 312 296 342 345 344 387 436
Microbio., im 955 900 873 845 906 910 848 871
Nutrition 850 818 764 836 795 854 825 789
Pathology ..... 241 274 268 324 334 296 291 350
Pharmacology . 538 542 550 513 530 498 420 454
Physiology ... 645 596 589 616 649 811 725 634
Zoology ... 407 464 393 379 348 356 327 326
Biosciences, 505 585 731 706 939 884 771 920
PSYcholOgy ..ccoooviieiiiiiicce e 8,925 9,457 10,172 9,686 9,530 9,241 9,152 8,790
Social sciences, total .........ccccceeeeeeeiiiiinnnns 15,784 16,423 17,761 17,412 16,897 16,116 16,349 15,668
Agricultural eCoNOMICS ......cccoevvveviverieans 609 623 683 570 533 492 436 467
Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,122 1,271 1,289 1,309 1,331 1,247 1,252 1,196
Economics (except agricultural) 2,822 2,893 3,007 2,837 2,793 2,605 2,466 2,364
Geography 769 827 886 999 959 836 870 914
Linguistics ....... 712 675 650 611 612 594 620 552
Political science 5,775 6,121 6,714 6,567 6,131 5,916 5,842 5,261
Sociology ..oceveeiiiinns 1,534 1,550 1,774 1,732 1,548 1,503 1,505 1,529
Sociology/anthropology 237 160 202 200 229 147 210 171
Social sciences, other 2,204 2,303 2,556 2,587 2,761 2,776 3,148 3,214
Engineering, total 20,083 22,544 22,244 20,338 19,769 18,074 18,007 18,819
Aerospace engineering 933 1,125 1,053 963 793 650 687 735
Agricultural engineering 205 207 193 161 193 177 183 165
Biomedical engineering 476 516 599 601 566 592 572 671
Chemical engineering 1,404 1,517 1,480 1,520 1,461 1,418 1,470 1,463
Civil engineering ......... 3,692 4,210 4,331 4,019 4,194 3,825 3,845 3,745
Electrical engineering 5,715 6,243 6,112 5,485 5,452 4,975 4,859 5,513
Engineering science ...... 259 312 347 316 313 275 273 274
Industrial/manufacturing eng. 1,719 2,045 1,926 1,647 1,721 1,523 1,591 1,529
Mechanical engineering ....... 3,243 3,771 3,820 3,514 3,218 2,832 2,785 2,829
Metallurgical/materials eng. 934 997 997 871 842 805 777 850
Nuclear engineering 294 260 283 258 208 187 182 178
Engineering, other .........cccccoceeens 1,209 1,341 1,103 983 808 815 783 867
Total, health fields 10,854 11,714 12,698 13,485 14,165 15,061 15,474 15,402
Clinical fields 584 787 836 795 780 811 885 1,016
Dental sciences 332 339 410 421 405 373 386 377
Nursing 2,229 2,407 2,391 2,420 2,615 2,685 2,653 2,845
Pharmaceutical sciences ...........ccoceeeeenee. 538 557 480 481 489 463 521 489
Preventive medicine/community health 2,163 1,939 2,146 2,299 2,204 2,587 2,300 2,085
Speech pathology/audiology ........... 2,479 2,897 3,187 3,328 3,519 3,615 3,911 3,830
Veterinary sciences ......... 174 152 155 138 158 157 119 128
Other health fields 2,355 2,636 3,093 3,603 3,995 4,370 4,699 4,632

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering



